
 

January 2020 

Administrators’ Message 
We extend a “warm” welcome back to our entire J.H. Picard community! We wish each of our 
families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! We hope that you enjoyed a restful 
Christmas holiday filled with joy and peace.  
 
A special thank you to staff, students and parents for their tremendous effort during the of 
month of December. We are very proud of our students’ performances in The White Christmas 
Senior High Musical and the Elementary Christmas Concert. It was wonderful to see our school 
community come together to put on fantastic shows that added to the magic of the Christmas 
Season. Our sincere thanks for the support of our parent community at the Christmas Concert, 
we raised $ 822,45 for the ECS foundation. Your generosity is evidence of the true spirit of 
Christmas.  
 
In December our Student Council organized a week of fun Christmas activities for the students 
and teachers. A highlight of the week’s events was the dodgeball tournament where the 
winning student team played the teachers and won. We had a great turnout, and It was 
wonderful to see so many students and staff enjoying the activities. We would like to extend 
our gratitude to the Student Council, Mme Julia Saad and the supervising teachers for all their 
efforts in putting such an inclusive, fun and well-run week of events. We’re looking forward to 
what they are planning for Semester 2.   
 
January 7 marks the feast day of our patron saint, Saint André Bessette. We will have a liturgical 
celebration for all students (K-12) on Tuesday, January 7th, at 8:45 in the gymnasium. Thank 
you to the grade 6 and 8A students and M. MacLarney for leading the liturgy. All families are 
most welcome to attend to pray together with us as a school community.  
 
In the exciting world of high school, we recognize the month of January as a very busy time for 
our gr. 10- 12 students. Diploma and final exams are scheduled for the last two weeks of the 
month. Diploma preparation sessions will be offered on site and students are encouraged to 
register through Alternative Education online www.ae.ecsd.net  or by phone 780 944-2000. The 
format for the French Immersion sessions provides students the opportunity to begin reviewing 
material in advance and avoid studying large amounts of information in a short amount of time, 
and at the last minute.  
 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ae.ecsd.net&data=02%7C01%7CGuitta.Kodershah%40ecsd.net%7Caddc873e52b44c2529b408d762f9f7d1%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637086698108204204&sdata=3AYLjBCKt2A3C25bB1XOl3PRuW8LXJe0zLImSPSftQY%3D&reserved=0


January is also the time when school administration begins planning for the next academic year. 
Although it seems quite early, we have already been receiving inquiries regarding registration 
for next year. If you have friends or relatives who plan on enrolling their children at J.H. Picard 
next year, please let them know about our Open House, which will be on Tuesday, February 25, 
2020. We would also be more than happy to answer any questions they might have. 
Applications for registration throughout our school division will be done online this year. We 
will send and post information about the new process as soon as it becomes available. We will 
begin confirming new registrations following our Open House. 
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January 07  St André Bessette Feast Day Celebration at 8:45 in the gymnasium 
 
January 08  School Council Meeting at 6:00 pm   
 
January 10  January Assembly- Elementary program- 9:00 am 
       
January 17 Hot Lunch Day- Elementary Program 
 
January 20 Last day of Semester 1 classes (High School students- gr. 10- 12) 
 
January 21 2020 Quebec Trip meeting at 6:00 pm 
 
January 30  Semester 2 start-up (High School students- gr. 10- 12) 

 
January 31st   Semester 2 classes begin (High School students- gr. 10 -12) 

Hot Lunch Day- Elementary program 
 
February 03  Father Mike Mireau Youth Day (Grade 8 students) 
 
February 04   Faith Development Day (No School) 
  

Diploma and Final Exams for High School Students 
The last day of classes for High School Students is Monday, January 20.  

Final exams are scheduled from Tuesday, January 21 until Wednesday, January 29.  



A detailed schedule of Diploma and Final Exams will be sent to all high school students and 

parents via email later this week.  

Diploma Exams Schedule- January 2020 

Tuesday, January 14  9:00 A.M.–12:00 P.M.  
9:00 A.M.–11:30 A.M. 

Études sociales 30–1 Part A*  
Études sociales 30–2 Part A* 
 

Wednesday, January 22 9:00 A.M.–12:00 P.M. Mathématiques 30-1 

Friday, January 24 9:00 A.M.–11:30 A.M Études sociales 30–1 Part B  
Études sociales 30–2 Part B 
 

Monday, January 27 9:00 A.M.–12:00 P.M. Biologie 30 

Tuesday, January 28  9:00 A.M.–12:00 P.M. Chimie 30 

Exams are scheduled with the allotted time given. If they require it, all students are 
provided with up to double the official time as noted above. 

 

Diploma Preparation Sessions in French at JH Picard 
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Being the “Best” you can be. 

Being successful in life is something most people strive to achieve.  For parents it is the laying of those first 

building blocks as life begins for their child.  But what about the “student “in their child.   Here are 10 

“Disciplines” that the student should embrace, that will help them in their challenge to be “THE BEST YOU CAN 

BE”. 

1. Get Organized. Planning for what you're going to do and when you're going to do it will make sure you're 
always ahead of the curve - literally.  
 

2. Don't multitask. Studies have shown that multitasking is physically impossible.  
 

3. Divide it up. Studying isn't fun to begin with and forcing yourself through a study marathon will only make it 
worse. Dividing your work into manageable chunks and rewarding yourself when you finish each chunk will 
make studying (more) fun. 
 

4. Sleep. Don't underestimate the importance of those eight hours of zzz's every night! Getting a good night's 
rest will sharpen your focus and improve your working memory. 
 

5. Set a schedule. Do you work better right after school or after you've eaten dinner? Are you more productive in 
90-minute blocks or half-hour spurts? Find a schedule that works for you and stick to it.  
 

6. Take notes. Taking notes will not only keep you more engaged during class but will also help you narrow down 
what you need to study when exam time rolls around. It's much easier to reread your notes than to reread 
your entire textbook! 
 

7. Study. This one might be obvious, but did you know that there's a right and a wrong way to study? Review 
your material several days ahead of time, in small chunks, and in different manners (for example, write 
flashcards one day and take practice tests the next). In other words, don't cram.  
 

8. Manage your study space. Find a place that will maximize your productivity. Look for places away from the 
television and other distractions. Whether it's your local library or just the desk in your bedroom, set aside a 
study space that you'll want to spend time in.  
 

9. Find a study group. Sitting down with a group of people who are learning the same things as you are a great 
way to go over confusing class material or prepare for a big test. You can quiz each other, reteach material, 
and make sure that everyone is on the same page. After all, teaching someone else is the best way to learn.  
 

10. Ask questions. You're in school to learn, so don't be afraid to do just that! Asking for help - from a teacher, a 
tutor or your friends - is a sure-fire way to make sure you truly understand the material 

 



J. H. Picard Registration and Open House Dates 
Edmonton Catholic Schools is moving to an online registration system for the 2020/2021 school 

year for all new students in pre-K (100 Voices) through grade 12. The online registration process 

will go live on January 8 at 9:00 AM. New registrations will be confirmed following our Open 

House.  

To register for our Kindergarten program, children must be 5 years of age on or before Jan 1 of 

their kindergarten year. Parents are encouraged to use the online Kindergarten Calculator to 

determine when their child will be eligible for kindergarten programming: 

http://parent.ecsd.net/kindergarten/  

Our Open House is for all grades, Kindergarten through grade 12. It will be held on Tuesday, 

February 25 at 6:00 pm.  

We thank you for passing on this information to any parents you know who may be considering 

our school for the fall. We know that our best form of advertising is your sharing of the good 

things that are happening at J. H. Picard. Thank you for spreading the good news! 

We look forward and welcome new families. Thank you for spreading the good news! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://parent.ecsd.net/kindergarten/


Student Transportation Fee Changes 
At their public Board meeting on December 17, Trustees approved a new 

fee schedule for student transportation. These changes will help offset 

the projected $4.6 million deficit.  

Effective February 1, 2020, the new fee schedule reinstates 

transportation fees for students who reside 2.4 km or more from their designated school. Bill 1: 

An Act to Reduce School Fees was proclaimed in June 2017 and removed the ability for school 

boards to charge transportation fees for these students. The School Fee Reduction grant was 

discontinued in the October 24th provincial budget and translates into a $2.7 million reduction 

in funding. Kindergarten students will now be required to pay a monthly transportation fee. 

The changes to the transportation fee schedule will mean that about 28% of our total ridership 

of 19,773 students will now have to pay transportation fees as of February 2020. This is a total 

of 5,694 students and includes 1,316 Kindergarten students. 

“This new fee schedule will address growing transportation costs that are a result of inflation, 

an increase in carrier rates, enrolment growth and additional buses required due to urban 

sprawl,” said Joan Carr, Superintendent, Edmonton Catholic Schools. “We thank parents for 

their support as we work together to make our school transportation system as efficient as 

possible.” Please visit the division School and Transportation Fees page for an updated Student 

Transportation Fee Schedule. 

 

School Plan for Continuous Growth 
Our School Plan for Continuous Growth has been posted to our school 

website. The plan was developed with input from our staff. Please take a 

few minutes to review our goals for the year. Parents who have any 

questions are invited to contact Mme Guitta Kodershah by calling the 

school at (780) 433-4251 or by email at Guitta.Kodershah@ecsd.net 

 

School Council 
Our next School Council is on Wednesday, January 08 at PM in the 

school library. All parents are welcome to attend. We value your 

input into school decisions and activities.  

https://www.ecsd.net/ParentsStudents/ParentResources/Pages/School-and-Transportation-Fees.aspx
https://www.ecsd.net/schools/8410/School-Information/Pages/School-Plan-for-Continuous-Growth.aspx?rf=e7711cae-3e23-45aa-826a-f60d4b630228
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjGx-67--rSAhUK2GMKHTjuA1kQjRwIBw&url=https://clipartfest.com/categories/view/65c2370daa50e52191574a77a29736feaacc751a/cartoon-bus-pictures-clip-art.html&bvm=bv.150120842,bs.1,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNFS2qz-IUSKzGWzR_TWnzL7HglcjQ&ust=1490301379287828


Severe Weather and School Bus Cancellation 
Our transportation system has an excellent record for service. However, 

given the possible extremes of Edmonton weather and the potential for 

unexpected mechanical difficulties, it is impossible to guarantee busses 

will run on time or at all. A route can take 50% longer in adverse weather 

conditions. Parents should ensure that:  

❖ Children are supervised at the bus stop 

❖ Children have a place to go in the event the bus does not arrive 

❖ Children have alternate arrangements for getting to school should the bus not arrive 

❖ Children are suitably clothed to withstand weather extremes.  

Please be advised that the following Radio and TV Stations will carry announcements with respect to 

transportation cancellations due to inclement weather conditions. 

RADIO  STATIONS 

630 CHED       AM 930 The Light CJCA         CBC   

CISN FM 103.9    SHINE 105.9 FM    CHFA (CBC Fr.) 

THE CHUCK FM 92.5   TSN 1260     CFCW 840  

INEWS 880 AM    95.7 CRUZ FM              CAPITAL FM 96.3                            

Kiss FM 91.7    The Bear 100.3 FM      K97 97.3 

UP! 99.3 FM    SONIC 102.9 FM   102.3 NOW! Radio 

HOT 107 FM    104.9 VIRGIN Radio FM 

TV STATIONS 

     CITYTV           CTV Edmonton     GLOBAL Edmonton       CBC TV                     

Every effort will be made to have messages broadcast commencing no later than 6:30 a.m. 

 

Grade 4 Division ELA Exam  
On Tuesday February 4th, our grade four students will be writing 
our Grade Four English Language Arts Division Exam.  This exam will allow our 
teachers to work collaboratively with other grade partners across 
our division to analyze student work, determine levels of achievement in 
relation to outcomes, and plan next steps for instruction. 
  

Edmonton Catholic Schools is providing support to teachers through deepening professional 
learning in reading and writing best practices, providing exemplars to determine learning 
benchmarks (levels of achievement), and leading collaborative marking opportunities.  
  
It is important to note that this exam is a regular assessment that focuses on the 
province’s grade four program of studies for English Language Arts.  It concentrates specifically 
on reading and writing.  Your child has been preparing for this exam all year through literacy-



rich activities in our classrooms!  You may support your child’s achievement on this assessment 
by reinforcing positive literacy opportunities at home, such as setting a regular reading time to 
share interesting books and asking your child to tell you about something he/she has read. 
  
The exam will be written during our regular English Language Arts class time.  To see your 
child’s progress in English Language Arts and on this exam (once administered), please log in to 
PowerSchool.  There, by the end of February, you will see your child’s level of achievement in 
relation to the provincial outcomes and see any feedback your child’s teacher has provided. 
 

Accountability Pillar Survey 

As an annual check-up on the education system, the Accountability Pillar 

provides an opportunity for Alberta Education and school authorities to 

ensure that we are equipping students for success. 

The Accountability Pillar uses a set of 16 indicators. Data on these 

indicators consists of surveys of students, parents and teachers on various 

aspects of education quality, student outcomes such as dropout and high 

school completion rates, and provincial assessments of student learning. 

From January to the end of February, Alberta Education will be conducting the annual 

Accountability Pillar Survey. 

In February, students in grades 4 - 12 and all teachers will be completing their surveys online at 

school. 

All surveys are anonymous and ask questions about experiences with our school. In addition to 

English and French, the parent survey is available in Chinese, Punjabi, Arabic, Blackfoot, Dene, 

Cree, Korean, Spanish, Tagalog and Urdu.  

Your participation in the survey helps provide important information on the quality of 

education your child is receiving, so we encourage you to return your survey promptly.  

Survey results will be available to school authorities in May and will be reported publicly as part 

of their 3-Year Education Plans and Annual Education Results Reports. 

Canadian Tests of Basic Skills (CTBS) for Grade 6 Students 
Grade six students will be writing the Canadian Test of Basic Skills in January. These 

standardized tests are important indicators of a student’s overall ability when examined over a 

period of time with the results of similar exams. All grade six students in Edmonton Catholic 

write these exams. 

 



Canadian Cognitive Ability Tests (CCAT) for Grade 11 Students 
The Canadian Cognitive Abilities Test are written by all grade 11 students in Edmonton Catholic 

Schools and provide measurement of a student’s ability to reason and problem solve which are 

common to a number of subject areas. Our students will write the CCATs on Wednesday, 

January 29.  

Report Cards 
Report cards will be posted to PowerSchool on Friday, January 31. Please feel free 

to contact any of our teachers or administrators with questions or concerns. A 

reminder will be sent through Swift K12. 

 

Father Mike Mireau Youth Day 
On February 3, grade eight students will be taking part in the fifth annual 

Father Michael Mireau Youth Day. Father Mike wanted this to be a day 

for grade eights, since he felt that they are often the overlooked, middle 

children in our junior high schools. This is truly a special day for our grade 

eight students. The keynote speaker for the day is Steve Angrisano, who is a celebrated Catholic 

speaker and musician. Our grade eight students, along with grade eights from across the 

archdiocese, will be treated to a wonderful day of faith and fun.  

Faith Development Day 
On Tuesday, February 4, 2020, all staff members will be involved in a district-wide 

Faith Development Day at the Edmonton Convention Centre. There will be no 

instruction of students at school on that day. 

Our theme this year is: Walking Together in the Light of Christ. We are pleased to 

welcome David Wells as our keynote speaker. We also welcome Fr. Glenn McDonald 

who will celebrate the Eucharistic Liturgy with us. 

Catholic education is an awesome vocation and responsibility. By being involved in the education 

mission of the church, Catholic schools provide a hopeful response to the great mysteries of life in an 

increasingly complex world. Faith Development Day provides us, as a community of faith, with the 

opportunity to become more deeply aware of the faith foundation of our lives and to find inspiration to 

enter into our life’s work with deeper conviction 

I am confident you will agree that such a day is so important to realizing our mission: “to provide a 

Catholic education that inspires students to learn and that prepares them to live fully to serve God in 

one another.” (ECS Mission Statement). For more information, please feel free to call our school office 

at 780 433- 4251 

 


